[Usefulness of 18F-FDG PET in the diagnosis for breast cancer patients].
Whole-body 18F-FDG PET is useful for qualitative diagnosis of breast mass and for preoperative staging, evaluation of therapeutic effect, prediction of prognosis, and detection of recurrence or metastasis in case of breast cancer. In addition, 18F-FDG PET is being actively used for cancer screening in Japan. 18F-FDG PET has almost equal or higher. capacity in detecting recurrence or metastasis of breast cancer as compared with conventional morphological study such as CT or MRI. However it should be noticed of the existence of false-negative and false-positive findings in some cases. In this paper we refer to the advantages and disadvantages of 18F-FDG PET in managing patients with breast cancer.